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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 4049 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, XF 

SUBJECT: EFFORTS TO REMOVE COCA COLA FROM BOYCOTT LIST 
REF: A) AMMAN 3483 (NOTAL), B) STATE 104279, C) RIYADH 316 

1 . SAM AYOUB, PRESIDENT OF COCA COLA MIDDLE EAST, CALLED 
ON AMBASSADOR MORNING OF APRIL 30 TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF 
HIS MEETINGS IN ABU DHABI AND SAUDI ARABIA AND HIS PROS- 
PECTIVE MEETINGS IN JORDAN CONCERNING EFFORTS TO REMOVE 
COCA COLA FROM SAUDI BOYCOTT LIST. AYOUB DEPARTED JORDAN MAY 
3, WITHOUT PRESENTING CASE TO GOJ LEADERSHIP. 

2. AYOUB INFORMED AMBASSADOR THAT DURING MEETING WITH 
PRINCE FAHD, FAHD TELEPHONED SAUDI BOYCOTT OFFICER, 

ABDULLAH HARAR, AND INSTRUCTED HARAR TO TAKE INITIATIVE 
IN EFFORTS TO REMOVE COKE FROM BOYCOTT LIST. IN 
SUBSEQUENT MEETING WITH HARAR, AYOUB CONFIRMED SAUDI 
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INTENTION TO TAKE INITIATIVE AT NEXT BOYCOTT CONFER- 
ENCE. SEVEN ARAB STATES HAD PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED 
POSTPONEMENT OF THIS CONFERENCE WHILE SAUDI ARABIA AND 
ONE OTHER (UNIDENTIFIED) STATE HAD REQUESTED IMMEDIATE 
CONVENING. AS RESULT OF AYOUB VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA, 

SAUDI ARABIA WILL ALSO REQUEST POSTPONEMENT. AYOUB HAS ADVISED THAT 
CONFERENCE WILL PROBABLY TAKE PLACE 
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IN CAIRO IN ABOUT TWO MONTHS. 

3. FOLLOWING MEETINGS IN SAUDI ARABIA. AYOUB TRAVELED 
TO ABU DHABI TO MEET WITH SHEIKH SUROUR. IDENTIFIED 
AS CHIEF OF ROYAL CABINET. SOUROUR HOLDS LETTER OF 
INTENT FROM COCA COLA REGARDING BOTTLING PLANT FOR 
UAE AND THEREFORE HAS PERSONAL INTEREST IN PROBLEM 
AS WELL AS SUFFERING SOME EMBARRASSMENT BY COKE RE- 
MAINING ON BOYCOTT LIST. AFTER RECEIVING CONFIRMATION 
FROM HARAR BY TELEPHONE THAT SAUDIS NOW COMMITTED TO 
LEADING EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF COKE, SUROUR PROMISED 
THAT UAE WOULD ALSO VOTE FOR REMOVAL FROM BLACKLIST. 

4. SAUDI/COKE STRATEGY IS TO ASSURE POSITIVE VOTING 
BY FIRST FOUR STATES THAT WILL BE CALLED TO VOTE 
ACCORDING TO ARAB LEAGUE (ARABIC) ALPHABETICAL ORDER. 
THEN SAUDI ARABIA. VOTING FIFTH, WILL CAST ITS POSITIVE 
VOTE. MOMENTUM DEVELOPED WITH FIRST FIVE VOTES 

IS EXPECTED TO CARRY DAY FOR COKE. FIRST FOUR STATES 
TO VOTE ARE JORDAN, UAE, BAHRAIN AND ALGERIA. HARAR 
ADVISED AYOUB THAT HE CAN DELIVER BAHRAIN, AND ALGERIA 
ALREADY HAS EXTENSIVE DEALINGS WITH COKE. PURPOSE 
OF AYOUB VISIT TO JORDAN WAS TO LINE UP REMAINING 
VOTE OF IMPORTANCE. (HARAR SAID THAT HE CAN ALSO 
DELIVER QATAR, AND AYOUB IS CONSIDERING A VISIT TO 
KUWAIT AFTER RETURN TO STATES FROM PRESENT TRIP.) 
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5. SUBSEQUENTLY AMBASSADOR MENTIONED TO KING HUSSEIN 
AYOUB'S WISH TO SEE HIM PROVIDING SOME OF THE BACK- 
GROUND AND KING SAID HE WOULD SEE AYOUB. 

6. AS IT SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED OUT, OBLIGATION IN AQABA 
PREVENTED KING MEETING WITH AYOUB. ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRIME MINISTER BADRAN ALSO FAILED. 
AYOUB DEPARTED JORDAN ON MAY 3 WITHOUT HAVING HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS COCA COLA SITUATION WITH 
JORDANIAN POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. HE ADVISED EMBASSY 
THAT HE INTENDS TO RETURN TO JORDAN TO MEET WITH 

KING AND WILL COORDINATE TRAVEL AND APPOINTMENT RE- 
QUEST WITH EMBASSY. 

7. BASED ON HIS MEETINGS WITH LOWER LEVEL GOJ 
OFFICIALS, AYOUB CONFIRMED OUR EARLIER JUDGMENT THAT 
GOJ IS VERY SENSITIVE TO REGIONAL POLITICAL IMPLI- 
CATIONS OF ANY PUBLIC ACTION IT MAY BE ASKED TO TAKE 
REGARDING BOYCOTT, THOUGH IT MAY STILT. BE MOVED TO 
SUPPORT SAUDI INITIATIVE. AS APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITIES 
ARISE, WE WILL TAKE OCCASION TO SUPPORT COCA COLA 
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INTEREST, BUT WE SUSPECT MEETING BETWEEN KING AND 
RANKING COKE OFFICIAL STILL NECESSARY, AND EVEN WITH 
SUCH MEETING SUCCESS IS STILL NOT GUARANTEED. 

PICKERING 
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